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AND THE UsuaL FEATURES 


Editorial 


We begin a new year, in which we wish good things for all who work in libraries and care 
for them, in circumstances which are not unpropitious. At times raven voices prophesy the 
doom of a profession glued to things so transitory as books are now imagined to be, by some. 
Indeed, so much is this a dominant fear that some librarians, to judge by their utterances, 
rest their hopes upon other recorded forms of knowledge-transmission ; forms which are 
not necessarily inimical to books but which they think in the increasing hurry of con- 
temporary life may supersede them. These fears have not been harmful in any radical way 
so far, because they may have increased the librarian’s interest in the ways of bringing books 
to people and people to books by any means which successful business firms use (for example) 
to advertise what they have to sell. The modern librarian becomes more and more the man 
of business ; some feel he becomes less and less the scholar ; but we suggest that this is theory 
with small basis in fact. Scholars are not necessarily, indeed they can rarely be, bookish 
recluses ; nor need business men be uncultured. For men of plain commonsense there need 
be few ways of life that are so confined that they exclude their followers from other ways 


and other men’s ideas and aétivities. And, as for the transitoriness of books and the decline of _ 


reading, we ourselves decline to acknowledge or believe in either process. Books do disappear, 
as individuals. It is well that they do for the primary purpose of any book is to serve this 
generation in which it is published ; and, if there survive books that we, the posterity of our 
fathers, would not willingly let die, it is because the life they had when they were contempor- 
ary books is Still in them. Nothing else can preserve a book as a readable influence. If this 
were not so every library would grow beyond the capacity of the individual or even towns to 
support; there would, in the world of readers, be no room for new writers and their books, 
and the tragedy that suggests is fantastically unimaginable. A careful Study, recently made of 
scores of library reports for 1951-52, which it is part of our editorial duty to make, has pro- 
duced the following deductions. Nearly every public library, and indeed other library, reports 
quite substantial increases in the use made of it; relatively few have .yet installed the 
colleétions of records as alternatives to books of which so much is written; further still, 
where “readers” and other aids to the reading of records, films, etc., have been installed, the 
use of them is most modest; few librarians have a book-fund that is adequate to present 
demands ; fewer have staffs adequate to the demands made upon them for guidance by the 
advanced type of readers or for doing thoroughly the most ordinary form of book-explanation. 
It is, in one sense a little depressing, but there is the challenging fact that these islands contain a 
greater reading population than they ever had. One has to refleét that of our fifty millions every 
one, including infants who have not cut their teeth, the inhabitants of asylums, the illiterate— 
and, alas, there are still thousands of these —and the drifters and those whose vain boast 
is that “they never have time to read a book” —every one of them reads six volumes a year. 
A further reflection is that public libraries may be the largest distributors, but there are many 
others and in the average town there may be a half-dozen commercial, institutional and 
shop-libraries, all distributing, for every public library. This fact is stressed by our public library 
spending on books last year at some two million pounds, a large sum, but only one-tenth of 
the money the country spent on books. There are literally millions of book-readers who may 


Vol. LIV. 631. 


th 
4 
my 
4) 
4 
‘ 


106 THE LIBRARY WORLD 


or may not use the public library, some of them who do not use any library but buy what 
they read. The real figure of the total reading of our people would probably be astronomical 
or, at anyrate, astonishing. 

* * * * 


It follows, then, that all the mechanical diversions of cinema, radio, television—although 
the ultimate effects of the latter cannot be more than guessed at yet—have not reduced the 
challenge the book requirements of the nation make to us as librarians. Libraries are not 
yet within measurable distance of their saturation point. Curiously, we read in the Luton 
Report, “there seems no limit to the demand for reading” and really suggests it by issuing 42 
books in the year to every one of its readers. It is a situation which raises the question of 
what is the reading capacity of the average person; indeed, it raises many more questions, 
some of them disturbing, but all profoundly stimulating. 

* * * * * * 


When receiving the presidential badge of office from the hands of Dr. Savage, Arch- 
bishop William Temple remarked: “It appears to be your genial practice in selecting your 
President to alternate competence and notoriety.”” The impromptu was, and was meant to be, 
an exaggeration, seeing that both the men concerned enjoy both in their varying degrees. 
It was, nonetheless, a tair expression of a useful tradition of the last twenty years or so. It 
ought to be for every librarian a realizable ambition, ce/eris paribus, to reach the Presidency 
as the summit of his career ; and this must be the reward of services to the profession. On 
the other hand, the Library Association, as it cannot be too often emphasized, is not only a 
professional body ; it stands for those who are interested in libraries and that must mean many 
who are not practising librarians. It is therefore of immense advantage that the Presidency 
be occupied regularly by men eminent in Church and State. The acceptance of the office by 
the Master of Pembroke College, Mr. Sydney Charles Roberts, is gratifying. Some of us had 
an all too brief taste of his quality at Bournemouth as chairman of the Library Association 
Annual Lecture given by Dr. Louis Shores. A classic, he has had great “book” experience as 
secretary of Cambridge University Press, as Chairman of the University Library Committee 
and, as a Borough Councillor, he was Chairman of the Cambridge Public Library Committee. 
Moreover, he has been President of the Johnson Society and a Trustee of Shakespeare’s 
Birthplace. Historian of the 18th century in several phases and a profound lover of and writer 
about his university city,he shows the whimsical side of his charaéter in his Zu/eika in Cambridge, 
and his studies ot his favourite Sherlock Holmes, and his edition of a series of his Stories is one 
of his most recent works. Moreover his recreation is “Books.” What more could librarians 
desire ? 

* * * * * * 

When we receive the half-yearly examination results we always hope before we look at 
them that they will be more encouraging than the last ones, It is surely a matter for enquiry 
when in all types of examination, in finance, law, engineering and much else, a 50", pass is 
accepted as a quite normal thing and much lower percentages of success are no cause for alarm. 
Librarianship training is now complex and well-organized ; there are excellent and devoted 
teachers ; yet more than half the candidates that sit meet with cruel and not inexpensive 
disappointment apart from the loss of self-confidence which any such failure may cause. Are 
the candidates of the right quality ? That may be answered by the fact that they are students 
who possess the quite high standard apparently which the winning of five certificates would 
seem to imply. Our confidence in those certificates is severely shaken when we learn that those 
who failed in the Entrance examination may be assured that their knowledge of simple English 
composition is so poor that they have no present chance of passing the Registration Examina- 
tion. But most youngsters are teachable and the ball is thrown next to the teachers ; are they 
confident that in training for the Entrance Examination they are adequate ? If they think so, 
do they accept any responsibility for the time and the stage of study reached by the students 
before they take the exam? In short, do they control their students ? It requires a single 
paper only to show a teacher the stage in simple English composition a student has reached. 
Probably it is impossible to dictate to a student, but do the teachers emphasize unreadiness 
sufficiently ? If not, failures on the scale that everyone deplores must continue. 


—— 


ta 
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Filmed Books and Plays of 1952 
By A. G. S. ENsER 
(Author of Fi/med Books and Plays, 1928-49, and Supplement, 1950-51) 


Desptre the ever present moans of the film producing companies that they were losing money, 
more books and plays than ever were filmed in 1952. And there was a little evidence, long 
overdue, that film renters were reversing their previously implacably held conviction that 
public libraries were their competitors. 

Of the many books and plays filmed in 1952 worthy of especial note have been Bartolini’s 
Bicycle Thieves, Guthrie’s The Big Sky, Dreiser’s Sister Carrie (filmed as Carrie), Moyzisch’s 
Operation Cicero (filmed as Five Fingers), Lewis’s Te Day is Ours (filmed as Mandy), Dickens’ 
The Pickwick Papers, and Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest. 

There have been noted, too, several re-makes, e.g., Wallace’s The Ringer, Hope’s The 
Prisoner of Zenda, and Sabatini’s Scaramouche. 

As seen from the above, there have been the inevitable changes of original title, the 
reasons for which are as mystifying, in many cases, as ever and only providing additional 
work for readers’ advisers when, for example, they are requested for the book of the film 
Mandy. 
In the following list of filmed books and plays of 1952, the title of the film is given first 
in alphabetical order, followed by the name of the author. If the original title of the book 
differs from that given to the film, this is given in brackets in italics immediately after the 
author’s name. As in previous lists, it is not claimed that all books and plays made into films 
during 1952 are included, and I should be grateful to be informed of any omissions. It should 
be observed that not all films given in the following list have been shown yet in this country. 
Also, some of the films shown early in the year were made in 1951 and were included in my 
previous list published in the January, 1952, issue of THe Lisrary Worvp. 


FILMED BOOKS, 1952 


Title of Film Author 
Aaron Slick from Punkin Crick is ‘ue Cormack, Beale 
Anything Can Happen ins ies _ Papashvily, George and Papashvily, Helen 


Arétic Flight 
Assignment-Paris 


Barefoot Mailman, The 
Bells on Their Toes ... 
Beware My Lovely .. 
Bicycle Thieves 

Big Night, The 

Big Sky, The wie 
Bloodhounds of Broadway 
Brandy for the Parson 


Bugles in the Afternoon 


Captain Blood, Fugitive 
Caribbean Gold 
Carrie 

Chain, The .. 

China Sky 


Dark Page, The 
Devil Makes Three, The 
Diplomatic Courier . 
Don’t Bother to Knock 
Drums in the Deep South 


Scott, Ewing (Shadow the Curtain) 
Galtico, Paul (Trial by Terror) 


Pratt, Theodore 
Gilbreth, Frank B. and Carey, Ernestine 
Dinelli, Mel (Man, The) 
Bartolini, Luigi 
Ellin, Stanley (Dreadful Summit) 
Guthrie, A. B. 
Runyon, Damon 
Household, Geoffrey 
(In Tales of Adventurers) 
Haycox, Ernest 


Sabatini, Rafael (Capsain Blood Returns) 
Clark, Ellery H. 

Dreiser, Theodore (Sister Carrie) 
Wellman, Paul I. 

Buck, Pearl 


Fuller, Samuel 

Bachmann, Lawrence (Kiss of Death) 
Cheyney, Peter (Siniffer Errand) 
Armstrong, Charlotte (Mischief ) 
Noble, Hollister 
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Title of Film 
Fighter, The 
Five Fingers 
Force of Arms 
Full House ... 


Girl in White, The 
Golden Hawk, The ... 


Hammer the Toff 
Happy Time, The 
Holiday for Sinners ... 


I Believe in You 

Iron Mistress, The 

Isle of Sinners 

Ivanhoe 

Just for You 

Killer Walks, A 

Les Miserables 

Little Boy Lost 

Lovely to Look at... 
Lure of the Wilderness 


Lydia Bailey 


Mandy... 


Man Who Watched the Trains Go By, The ... 


Monkey Business 
Murder Inc. 

Mutiny oe 
My Death is a Mockery 
My Six Convicts 


Net, The sia sie 
No Room for the Groom 


Olivia dvs 
On Dangerous Ground 
Outcast, The 
Outcasts of Poker Fla 


Pickwick Papers, The 
Plymouth Adventure, The 
Prisoner of Zenda, The 


Quiet Man, The 
Return of the Texan 
Ringer, The 


Room for One More 


San Francisco Story, The 
Saturday Island 


Author 


London, Jack (Mexican, The) 
Moyzisch, L. C. (Operation Cicero) 
Tregaskis, Richard 

Henry, O. 


Barringer, Emily D. (Bowery to Be//evue) 
Yerby, Frank 


Creasey, John 
Fontaine, Robert L. 
Basso, Hamilton 


Stokes Sewell (Court Circular) 
Wellman, Paul I. 
Queffelec, Henri 
Scott, Sir Walter 


Benet, Stephen Vincent (Famous) 
Barton, Rayner (Envy My Simplicity) 


Hugo, Victor 

Laski, Marghanita 

Miller, Alice Duer (Robersa) 
Bell, Vereen 

Roberts, Kenneth 


Lewis, Hilda (Day is Ours, The) 
Simenon, Georges 

Segall, Harry 

Eastwood, James 

Noble, Hollister 

Baber, Douglas 

Wilson, Donald Powell 


Pudney, John 
Teilhet, Darwin L. (My True Love) 


“Olivia” 
Butler, Gerald 
Haycox, Ernest 
Harte, Bret 


Dickens, Charles 
Gebler, Ernest 
Hope, Anthony 


Walsh, Maurice 
Gipson, Fred 
Wallace, Edgar 


Rose, Anna Perrott 


Summers, Richard 
Brooke, Hugh 


— 
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Title of Film 
Savage, The 
Scaramouche 
Silver Canyon 

Snows of Kilmanjaro, The 
So Bright the Flame 

So Little Time 

Stagecoach . 
Stronger than Fear ... 
Sudden Fear ! 


Thing from Another World, The 
3 for Bedroom C 
Time Gentlemen Please ! 
Treasure of Lost Canyon, The 


Trent’s Last Case 
24 Hours of a Woman’s L ife 


Venetian Bird 
Viva Zapata ! 


Wait ’til the Sun Shines, Nellie 
War of the Worlds, The 

Way of a Gaucho 

Where the River Bends 
Woman’s Angle, The 

World in His Arms, The 


litle of Film 
About Face ... see ase 


Alf’s Baby... 
Androcles and the Lion 


Belle of New York, The 
Beware My Lovely ... 


Castle in the Air 

Clash by Night 
Come Back, Little Sheba 
Curtain Up ... 


Father’s Doing Fine 
Folly to be Wise 
Four Poster, The 
Fumed Oak ... 


Gentle Gunman, The 


Happy Family, The ... 
Happy Time, The 
Hindle Wakes ‘ 
Holly and the Ivy, The 


Importance of Being Earnest, The 
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Author 
Foreman, L. L. 
Sabatini, Rafael 
James, Alan 
Hemingway, Ernest 
Barringer, Emily D. (Bowery ¢o Bellevue) ak 
Henry, Noelle 
Haycox, Ernest (Stage Lordsburgh) 
Brady, Leo (Edge of Doom) i 
Sherry, Edna 


Campbell, John W. (Who Goes There ?) 
Lieberson, Goddard 
Minney, R. J. (Nothing to Lose) 
Stevenson, Robert L. 

(Treasure of Franchard) 
Bentley, E. C. 
Zweig, Stefan 


Canning, Victor 
Pinchon, Edgcumb 


Reyher, Ferdinand 

Wells, H. G. 

Childs, Herbert (Gaucho) 

Gullick, Bill (Bend of the Snake) 
Feiner, Ruth (Tree Cups of Coffee) 
Beach, Rex E. 


FILMED PLAYS 


Author 
Monks, John and Finklehoffe, Fred p.’ 
(Brother Rat) 
Dearsley, A. P. 
Shaw, G. B 


Morton, Hugh a 
Dinelli, Mel (Man, The) a 


Melville, Alan 
Odets, Clifford 
Inge, William Motter 
King, Philip (On Monday Next) 


Langley Noel (Little Lambs Eat Ivy) 
Bridie, James 

Hartog, Jan de 

Coward, Noél (Tonight at 8.30) 


Macdougall, Roger 


Hutton, Michael Clayton 
Taylor, Samuel A. 
Houghton, Stanley 
Browne, Wynyard 


Wilde, Oscar 
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Title of Film Author 
Killer Walks, A Glennon, Gordon 
Last Page, The Chase, James Hadley 
Little Big Shot asin van Allan, Janet 
My Wife’s Lodger ... oe aes oe Roche, Dominic 
Private Information ... wi nee ins Glennon, Gordon (Garden City) 
Racket, The Cormack, Bartlett 
Rendezvous ‘in Barrie, Sir J. M. (Alice, Sit by the Fire) 
Ringer, The oe Wallace, Edgar 
Sea Tiger... Yerkow, Charles (Is/and Freighter) 
Second Mrs. Tanqueray, ri he na Pinero, Sir Arthur W. 
She’s Working Her Way Through College ine Thurber, James avd Nugent, Elliot 
(Male Animal, The) 
Silent Dust ... Pertwee, Roland and Pertwee, Michael 
(Paragon, The) 
Stop, You’re Killing Me __... da és Runyon, Damon and Lindsay, W. 
(Slight Case of Murder, A) 
Those People Next Door __... Davees, Zelda 
Treasure Hunt A Farrell, M. J. and Perry, John 
Tonight at 8.30 Coward, Noél 
What Price Glory... se aes se Anderson, Maxwell and Stallings, Laurence 
“Who Goes There !” dia wind wat Dighton, John 
Woman in Brown ... Herald, Heinz and Herczeg, C. 
(Burning Bush, The) 
Woman in the Dark ‘a0 a ga Cosentino, Nicholas 
Women of Twilight is bes ‘hin Rayman, Sylvia 
You’re Only Young Twice ... 0 exe Bridie, James (What Say They ?) 


For 1953 we are promised a considerable number of filmed books and plays. Already 
completed and due for release shortly are Montsarrat’s ““The Cruel Sea,” Du Maurier’s “My 
Cousin Rachel,” and Saunders’ “The Red Beret.” 

Among films due to be completed in 1953, it is interesting to note Douglas’ “The Robe,” 
Greene’s “The Heart of the Matter,” Jones’ “From Here to Eternity,” Shakespeare’s “Julius 
Caesar,” and Conrad’s “Laughing Ann.” 


“Librarianship as we know it,” wrote Dr. Pierce Butler, “can be fully apprehended only 
through an understanding of its historic origins.” We believe this to be a fact and deplore the 
suggestions made from time to time to eliminate altogether from our studies the remaining 
trifling amount of the history of libraries, of cataloguing, classification and other of our 
processes. A classic example was the objection of some shallow-minded critics to a page in 
Brown’s Manual on the Cotgreave indicator, because it is not used now! Nor, we would 
point out, are hieroglyphics, hieratic writing, papyrus, and classic Greek—why know anything 
of them ? Our roots are in our past and much of our apprehension comes from it. One 
phase of this, much more modern of course, is the personal history of modern library ex- 
perience w hich recently reached high level in Dr. Esdaile’s articles on ‘the British Museum and 
Dr. Savage’s Memories ; and to this type belongs the article we publish by Mr. W. McGill, 
who was for many years a Branch Librarian at Islington under James Duff Brown. 
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Some Impressions of the University Library in 
Copenhagen and of English Books in the Danish Capital 
By GrorGe Gray, M.A. 


THouGH but a few days had gone by since I had alighted from the giant airliner at Kastrup, 
the Danish capital seemed already to have opened her heart to me and I did not experience 
the sensation of being far away from home in an alien land, which I have had in Naples and 
other cities in Southern Italy. So it was, as the tram swung along down Amager, past the 
harbour and Nyhavn, the sailors’ quarter, into Raadhuspladsen, the city centre, that I felt 
as if | knew every inch of the way. Even on this mid-summer day a sharp breeze was blowing, 
and a crispness in the air reminded us that we were in northern latitudes : no background 
of luxuriant tropical vegetation, no hot moist wind, but rather the self-same wind on its way to 
our own cities, “O’er the Danish moorlands from thy frozen home” as the poet puts it. From 
this green-domed square with its white paving-stones covered with doves we turned to the 
“Quartier Latin” and noted once more that students the world over are not very different ; 
the same careless walk, the same tendency to linger all the day long only not over coffee as 
at home, but here over a glass of Tuborg beer. 

Presently we found ourselves in front of the University Library: a building fashioned 
in a peculiar, mock Gothic style quite unique in Danish architecture. It was built as late 
as 1851-1861, but the Library dates back to the early days of the University which was founded 
in 1479. It was at first housed in the loft of Trinitatis Kirke (Holy Trinity Church). It now 
contains upwards of 533,000 volumes and a vast number of theses written by every student 
as is the custom in continental universities. The storing of these theses presents the authorities 
with quite a problem—a problem happily non-existent in British Universities where of course 
the great majority of students do not proceed beyond a first degree and this does not, as in 
Continental Universities, entail the writing of a thesis. 


My Danish friend had just returned home from spending a term at an ancient Scottish 
University and consequently had acquired an interest in several of our national problems, 
particularly in the demands being made at present for a separate parliament for Scotland 
which should assemble in Edinburgh. The vexed question of whether the Stone of Destiny 
ought to be returned to Scotland or remain in London had been the topic of our conversation 
on more than one occasion. I was now to discover that Denmark is also not without similar 
matters of dispute. In this Library there is a collection of Icelandic sagas gathered together by 
the famous Icelandic scholar, Arni Magnusson, who was a professor at the University of 
Copenhagen, and a friend of Ludwig Holberg, the renowned Danish dramatist. In his will 
Professor Arni Magnusson bequeathed all the manuscripts of the sagas he had assembled to the 
University Library of Copenhagen, but the Icelandic government is now disputing his right 
to do so and, emboldened no doubt by the fact that they have so recently acquired national 
sovereignty, is claiming that they ought to be in the National Library in the Icelandic capital, 
Reykjavik. Apparently the investigating commission has decided that the manuscripts belong 
to Denmark beyond any doubt, but has suggested that some at least be returned to Iceland. 
No final decision in the matter has however yet been made. Much illwill and bitterness between 
nations cculd be avoided if only there existed a sympathy towards national aspirations and a 
generous gesture made of returning some treasure to its native country. 


One feature of this University Library which struck me was that Students seem to have 
freer access to the Library than is usually the case. My friend possessed a key and could enter 
at will. He informed me that others had keys also. I could not refrain from inquiring whether 
this rather uncommon privilege did not lead to many books going missing, but he assured 
me that this was not the case and that very few books were in fact lost. 

Another point which has struck me not only in this Library in Copenhagen, but also in 
other Libraries in Europe, is the absence of an internationally recognised system of classifica- 
tion. Indeed the Dewey Decimal System and The Library of Congress System do not seem to 
be familiar to some continental librarians at all. They argue that, provided a book can be found 


it 
a 
= 
and 


112 THE LIBRARY WORLD 


easily and quickly, there is no need for a system of close classification. But, from what I have 
observed, these “home-made” systems very often, though not always, do not permit of quick 
finding. I remember particularly one afternoon in the “Klosterbibliothek” at Einsiedeln 
being amazed to learn that sometimes the memory of one of the monks was the only hope of 
finding the particular work. How much simpler it would surely be for scholars if inter- 
nationally recognised systems of classification were used throughout the world. For example, 
American scholars and students to whom The Library of Congress system is familiar at home 
have no difficulty in adjusting themselves to the University Library in St. Andrews, which 
also uses The Library of Congress system. And such a system enables the resources of the 
Library on any given subject to be assessed at once. 


In the immediate post-war years more use has been made of the Copenhagen University 
Library as has been done also in the British Universities. Student numbers are greater and 
text-books in Copenhagen, as everywhere else, are now very expensive, so that very few 
Students are able to have private copies of all the books required. It was emphasised to me 
that no-one in Denmark was prevented from availing themselves of a university education 
through lack of money and that it was necessary to spend longer time reading for a degree 
than in Britain ; I could point out with the same confidence that no-one in Scotland had ever 
been denied a university education either through lack of money—provided the desire for it 
was strong enough. The wandering Scots scholar has always been a frequent visitor in 
European libraries. 


There was not sufficient time to examine the English seétion of the library in detail, but 
I could not fail to observe my Danish friend’s wide knowledge of English literature and also 
of the new books appearing in our language. He informed me that English was now the 
first foreign language in Denmark and that the University Library was acquiring English books 
in ever larger numbers. English language and English literature are taught by two different 
professors and considerable reference work and independent research must be done by every 
Student in the library to satisfy the demands of these departments. The same is true in 
Germany too : students are not regularly supervised and do not have class examinations every 
term as in British Universities, but are free to work as they please, attending letures or 
working in the library at their own discretion. The stress is placed on the final examination 
at the end of the course and the thesis. 


Later that afternoon I was able to verify for myself the important part English books play 
in the life of Denmark by a visit to the premises of Einar Munksgaard, whose name has been 
long familiar to me from the catalogues, and to the English Bookshop which overlooks 
Raadhuspladsen. Here the latest books in the English language are displayed in most attractive 
fashion. To my joy I found three by Mr. Freeman Wills Crofts, of Inspector French fame, 
which are out of print here and cannot be obtained meantime, but one of these had been 
printed in Sweden and the other two had been imported from the United States. I was also 
gratified to see that the work of Neil Paterson was well to the front. In conversation with the 
proprietor I learned that the shop is always very busy and is patronised by people in all walks of 
life. A situation which it would be rather difficult to imagine in Britain. And even in the smaller 
provincial towns the traveller observes and is surprised at the range of English books. One 
morning in Ribe, Dénmark’s oldest town, with a population of some 7,000, I noticed that a 
whole section of the little shop where I had gone to buy postcards was devoted to English 
publications. Intrigued, I asked who read them in this remote corner of the country and was 
told that English was one of the favourite subjeéts at evening school during the long winter 
months—hence the desire to put to practical use the knowledge gained. Another reason for 
the popularity of English books is that many Danes, and Swedes too, after spending the 
greater part of their working lives in the United States, have later returned to their early 
homes and haunts ; in many cases the English language has become more familiar to them 
than their native Danish or Swedish. In Sélvesborg, a small town in Southern Sweden, my 
Swedish host introduced me to a Swedish friend who had returned from the United States 
shortly after the war, but he had not been able to accustom himself to reading in the Swedish 
language and welcomed the opportunity to discuss with me the trends in American and 
English literature—albeit with a marked trans-Atlantic accent. 
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Topicalities 
Edited by A. G. S. Ensgr, F.L.A. 
(Tottenham Public Libraries) 


The opening of a New Year is the time for 
new resolutions besides backward and forward 
glances. Remembering the disappointments of 
1952, what can we look forward to in 1953 ? 
As hope is said to spring eternal in the human 
breast perhaps Llandudno will see a rejuvenated 
and worthwhile Library Association Annual 
Conference. Perhaps, in the windswept Celtic 
resort the mistakes and fatuousnesses of recent 
Annual Conferences will be eradicated and a 
new Standard set. Perhaps, on his own home 
ground Mr. Luke and his kin will herald a 
clarion call to reality that will not only 
resuscitate our enthusiasm but really make 
worthy of note librarianship to public eyes. 

What an opportunity exists for Wales in 
1953 to give to British librarianship, to all who 
work therein, and to the powers that be, 
notice that our leadership is neither latent nor 
senile. 

There will be a welcome in the hillsides, 
there will be a welcome in the dales for all who 
attend “Llandudno 1953” in the spirit of re- 
dedication of our prime purpose—the dis- 
semination of printed knowledge without 
fear or favour to race, colour or creed—with 
the maximum of efficiency and humanity. 

What do YOU think ? 


THIS MONTH’S CHOICE 


Whoever is responsible for the choice of 
photographs to illustrate the cover of DERBY- 
SHIRE’S monthly book lists has a deeply 
satisfying sense of artistic appeal. The De- 
cember issue of New Books has a glorious 
photograph of Lathkill Dale as a cover-piece, 
whilst inside the booklet is a seasonal selection 
of books on the breeding and rearing of 
poultry. 

This county’s library publications are not 
only a joy to behold but a credit to our whole 
profession. 


HONOURABLE MENTION 


GLASGOW’S The Pianoforte as a means of 
expression. A booklet, with an attractive cover, 
listing selected books. The branch library 


location symbols still spoil the appearance, 
whilst purists will argue forever over omissions 
trom the selection. 


LEEDS’ The Book Guide, December, 1952. 
Even in its emasculated form still entertaining 
for its book reviews. 


READING’S New Books, December, 1952. 
A pamphlet notable for its brilliant colours, 
certainly welcome to the eye in recent weather. 


Library Reports 


By Hersert C, SAWTELLE 
(Bermondsey Public Libraries) 


Eauinc.—Borough Librarian, Cecil T. Hope, 
A.L.A. Population, 187,306. Rate 5.28d. 
Income from Rate, £43,477. Total Stock, 
165,215. Additions, 23,032. Withdrawals, 
17,397. Total Issues, 1,527,399. Tickets, 
101,317. Branches, 7. 

The Libraries celebrated their half-century of 
service in the year being reviewed. The year was 
marked by Steady progress in all departments and 
activities, finally ending with an increased circulation 
of books amounting to over 90,000. A comparatively 
high percentage of the increased reading has been in 
works of non-fiction. Reorganisation and re-arrange- 
ment has been carried out in the Reference Library and 
Reserve Stock seétion, but this has only partly solved 
the problems of space and Staffing shortage which have 
become increasingly urgent and acute. Over 1,300 
additional residents became borrowers during the year. 
The system of School Libraries was recommenced last 
year, fifty schools now receive colleétions of books: 
There was a marked increase in the use of all seétions 
of the Central Reference Library. 
FutHam.—Borough Librarian, William T. Creed, 

A.L.A. Population (est.), 122,047. Rate 7.5d. 
Income from Rate, £35,187. Total Stock, 
127,641. Additions, 18,539. Withdrawals, 
16,232. Total Issues, 931,013. Tickets, 
79,734. Branches, 3. 

This Report covers the last two years of the 
service, which may fairly be described as a period of 
consolidation after the building-up of the service during 
the preceding five years following the war. Book 
circulation is rapidly approaching the million mark, 
and in the two years under review increases of 64,540 
and 36,535 were recorded. The temporary Barons 
Court Branch Library opened in 1949 on a site intended 
for a permanent library, has become by far the busiest 
of the three branches, outdistancing the two older ones 
by many thousands in book circulation. The long 
awaited, and much needed, extension of the Central 
Library has Still to be deferred, the necessary licence to 
proceed with the work having been refused. Personal 
calls are now made by the Staff on old and incapacitated 
readers who are unable to visit any of the Libraries. 


Hornsty.—Borough Librarian, W. B. Stevenson, 
F.L.A. Population, 98,134. Rate 7.411d. 
Income from Rate, £32,864. Total Stock, 
126,488. Additions, 15,349. Withdrawals, 
12,493. Total Issues, 1,002,465. Tickets, 
65,607. Branches 3. 1 Travelling Library. 
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For the first time in the history of the Libraries 
book circulation exceeded a million volumes in the year. 
Both adult and juvenile borrowing from the lending 
libraries showed remarkable increases, bringing the 
total of home-reading issues up to 112,134 above the 
aggregate for the previous year. 2,733 more books were 
consulted in the Reference Libraries than in the year 
before. An interesting feature in the work of the 
adult lending libraries was the circulation of many 
hundreds of paper-backed novels as a means of supply- 
ing popular fiction. This innovation was found to be 
a great saving in labour and cost. As an alternative to 
the erection of a new Central Library, a scheme of 
reorganisation of the present building has been approved 
in principle, but has, unfortunately, to be temporarily 
postponed. Mr. S. W. Kitchener, who had been a 
member of the Staff for 50 years retired in March. 


Longworth, 
Rate 8.19d. 
Total Stock, 


SALFoRD.—City Librarian, A. 
F.L.A. Population, 178,036. 
Income from Rate, £36,962. 


133,066. Additions, 18,720. Withdrawals, 
20,543. Total Issues, 966,261. Tickets, 
44,817. Branches, 7. 


Mr. T. Noble, who had been a member of the 
Libraries Staff for almost 50 years, and City Librarian 
since 1946, died in July, 1951, and was succeeded by 
Mr. A. Longworth, the Deputy City Librarian. The 
Libraries Committee record with regret the passing of 
Mr. Noble, who during his term of office as head of 
the Libraries, inaugurated many improvements which 
have brought the Libraries to their present State of 
high efficiency. Book circulation, which has been 
Steadily declining since 1948, showed a welcome revival 
during the past year, when an increase over the previous 
year of 63,434 was achieved. The use of non-fictional 
works has been rapidly increasing during the last five 
years and record figures were attained in the year under 
review. The new Broughton Branch Library was 
opened during the year. A temporary service has been 
funétioning there since the library was destroyed by 
enemy action in 1940, 


WILLEsDEN.—Borough Librarian, |. T. Gillett, 
F.L.A. Population, 179, 647. Rate, 6.266d. 
Income from Rate, £43,241. Total Stock, 
173,677. Additions, 28,084. Withdrawals, 
19,686. ‘Total Issues, 1,660,708. Tickets, 
113,454. Branches, 5. 


Chief event in a very busy year was the completion 
of the alterations to the Kilburn Branch Library, and its 
official opening in April last. The Library has been 
completely modernized and brought up to present day 
Standards of service and administration. This Report 
contains some illustrations of the reorganised building. 
Total circulation from the Libraries shows a very slight 
fall when compared with the previous year, owing 
mainly to the interruption of the service at Kilburn. 
Borrowing of works of non-fiétion, however, revealed 
an increase of nearly 20,000. The work of the Central 
Reference Library, which has only been opened about 
five years, has now grown to such an extent that at 
certain peak periods all the available seats are occupied. 
The Libraries Committee have sponsored the formation 
of an Archives Committee to locate, record and advise 
on the preservation of local documents. 


Memorabilia 


Madras Library Association was founded 
in December, 1927, and has therefore reached 
its silver jubilee. A souvenir volume will 
record its activities and contain messages of 
goodwill from the libraries of the world who 
have benefited by its work, and especially that 
of its leader, Dr. S. R. Ranganathan. We add 
our felicitations and good wishes for libraries 
in the new India. 


* * 


The Annual Eleéction of the L.A. Council 
made no significant change in the membership 
of that body. The most successful candidate 
drew about one-tenth of the possible votes and 
the candidate who failed did so by less than 
three hundred votes. It is improbable that 
any society which has 11,000 members will 
ever attain a 100 per cent vote in elections, but 
less than ten per cent is not a figure that will 


elate anyone. 
* *x 


At the opening of the Technical Library, 
Liverpool, an event in connection with the 
Centenary of the libraries there, Sir Ben 
Lockspeiser, who performed the ceremony, 
remarked in a lengthy and most interesting 
speech that a most useful forward step would 
be the organising and dissemination of techni- 
cal information on a regional basis. The 
regional approach brings together scientific 
workers, technologists, teachers, industrialists, 
and, he hoped, City Councillors, without, 
for the small firm, the remote feeling which 
existing central services may give. It would 
be invaluable if a Merseyside Technical En- 
quiries and Documentation Service could be 
made to operate from the Public Library. 
“Few of the municipalities have sizeable 
technical libraries and less than twenty out of 
583 public library authorities have separate 
technical departments. We want more tech- 
nical libraries.” We agree; but they must 
come with more financial resources than the 
present average library possesses, both for 
books and Staff able to dispense them. 


* * * 


Mr. E. V. Corbett, Wandsworth, made a 
useful small enquiry into the causes of 
general division staff leaving libraries. It would 
appear that, in ten London libraries, 187 
losses had been incurred from April, 1950, to 
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April, 1952 ; 23 went to other libraries, 6 were 
promoted, and 8 went to library schools. Only 
4 were discharged. Six married and left, one 
retired, 7 emigrated, and 13 went to National 
Service. Nineteen left for personal unspecified 
reasons. The significant figure is that for those 
who turned to other careers—100. There is 
little to wonder at; librarianship is for those 
who care for books and for people and regard 
the service and not the reward as the main 
chance. Of course, there must be reward and 
we feel it might occasionally be more adequate. 
« * * 


It was Stated at the annual meeting of the 
Contributories of the National Central Library 
that the “Vollans Report” on Library Co- 
operation in Great Britain was in print and was 
now under consideration by the Regional 
Systems. These would make recommendations 
in connection with it. Extra copies would be 
made available at 5s. Od. each. It is likely to 
be the most searching and informative work on 
a subject in which this country leads. 


It was also Stated at the above meeting that 
the Carnegie Trustees had come to the assist- 
ance of the N.C.L. with a grant of £7,500, as a 
final contribution in quite special circum- 
Stances. These were caused by an unsuspected 
defect in the main girders which occasioned 
substantial and expensive piling. 

* * * 


The chief librarian of Beddington and 
Wallington writes in his summary of his 
Annual Report: “the figures for home- 
reading show a tendency to fluctuate year by 
year within a small percentage which suggests 
that something near optimum use is obtaining. 
Certainly the percentage of borrowers (43.3) 
as well as the issues per head of population 
(12.52) are among the best performance figures 
anywhere in the country.” On the cost of 
books he writes : “Evidence is not lacking of 
decreases in the prices of raw materials, and it 
is hoped, given a continuation of this tendency, 
publishers might build up as impressive a case 
for a decrease in price as that so readily pre- 
sented for an increase.” We fear that the cost 
of materials is not a major cause, although it 
should have some influence. 


Being the largest town near to Bernard 
Shaw’s Ayot St. Lawrence, Luton is making a 
special collection of the works of the famous 
author. A special sum will be allocated for 
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additions during the year and additional 
shelving is envisaged for housing the collection. 

Luton apparently allows the bespeaking of 
children’s story books in the Central Children’s 
Library. The Librarian, Miss M. R. Holdstock, 
reports that the book most often reserved 
was Enid Blyton’s Five on a Hike Together. 
Three other E.B. books were almost equally 
in demand, as were Anthony Buckeridge’s 
Jennings Goes to School, F. W. Dixon’s Secret 
of the Lost Tunnel, and Annette Mills’s two 
books, Jennifer and the Flower Fairies and 
Muffin and the Magie Hat. 

The choice of the children, thus shown, 
seems rather at variance with that made by 
children’s librarians. From these we gather 
that the bes children’s books of last year were 
the L.A. Carnegie Memorial Medal winner, 
Claire Harnett’s The Woolpack, R. Pertwee’s 
Prince Caspian, the perfectly charming B. L. 
Pickard’s The Fawn and the W oodcutter’s Daughter 
and R. Sutcliff’s excellent picture of Tudor 
London, The Armourer’s House. These are 
for rather older children perhaps, but are 
within the compass of most readers of ten to 
twelve. 


Round the Library World 


Nores AND News oF NATIONAL, UNIVERSITY 
AND SPECIAL LIBRARIES AND LIBRARY AFFAIRS 


Mancuester Public Library, which was 
inaugurated on September 2nd, 1852, recently 
celebrated its centenary. At the time of its 
opening the Library contained some 20,000 
volumes: it is believed that the stock is now 
about two millions. But the great increase 
in size, notable as it is, is not in itself the prin- 
cipal fact in which Manchester has reason to 
to take pride. From the days of its first 
Librarian, Edward Edwards, Manchester 
Public Library has set a very high standard of 
public service ; and that, after all, is the sole 
raison d’étre of public libraries. 

A valuable and interesting account of the 
history, and its reformation and reorganization 
under the present University Librarian, of 
Scotland’s senior University Library, St. 
Andrews, written by Mr. P. A. Ardagh, 
appeared in the Oétober issue of our contem- 
porary, The Librarian, Mr. Ardagh describes 
the work that has been carried out at St. 
Andrews as being of an extent never before 
attempted in a University Library of compar- 
able size and antiquity. 
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REMPLOY LIMITED 


BOOKBINDING AND PRINTING GROUP 
108 PORTLAND STREET 


MANCHESTER 1 
TELEPHONE CENTRAL 4316 — Ex 1 


LIBRARY BINDING 
SEWN or UNSEWN 
in any material 


Heap Orrice (Registered) 25/28 BUCKINGHAM GATE, LONDON, S.W.1! 


SNEAD LIBRARY SYSTEM 


National Library of Scotland . * Edinburgh 


Mills Memorial Library * Ontario 
Victoria Public Library 
University College 


* British Columbia 


University of Orange Free State * Johannesburg 
University of Natal * Natal 
University of Ibadan * Nigeria 


These Libraries in the course of construction have adopted 
the SNEAD SYSTEM by 


LUXFER LIMITED 
Waxlow Road, Harlesden, London, N.W.10 


Telephone: ELGar 7292 Telegrams: Luxfer Harles London 


* Potchefstroom, S. Africa 
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At Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y., 
utilization of the present University Library 
building has been increased by the develop- 
ment of the Rare Book Department, the 
erection of Steel shelving along walls, in 
alcoves and in odd corners of the stacks, and 
by the installation of the bindery. The stack 
capacity of the building has thus been in- 
creased by approximately 50,000 volumes in the 
past year, the equivalent of two years’ accessions, 
and, notes the Director in his Annual Report, 
long before that time shelving will be seriously 
congested. Additional temporary stack space 
outside the Library must then again be sought. 
Plans for proper extension of the University 
Library are in preparation but some years will 
elapse before they can be grried into effect. 


Some 80 years ago the University of London 
Library began issuing a list of accessions. 
From a small cheaply produced leaflet of 4 or 
5 pages, the list has grown to a volume of 
366 pages which is a model of its kind. It is, 
of course, laborious and expensive to produce, 
and for this and other reasons the University 
Library is now considering whether the 
volume should be discontinued. One factor 
in the case is the possible importance of the 
list to other libraries. 


The late Professor Geoffrey B. Fleming 
bequeathed to Glasgow University such of his 
non-medical books as were not already 
represented in the Library. The 313 volumes 
selected by the Librarian included a number 
of interesting items of local history, some 
specimens of 18th century Glasgow printing, 
and several beautiful limited editions of 
English novelists. 


Trinity College Library, Glasgow, contains 
the College collection of 100,000 volumes and, 
in addition, houses the Divinity Hall Library 
of the University. The College colleétion 
includes the Tischendorf Collection (3,000 
volumes, including many works on Palestine 
and Egypt and several incunabula); the 
Eadie Collection (8,000 volumes, among 
them a rare collection of English Bibles) ; 
the Mearns Hymnological Collection (one of 
the finest in the country, comprising 3,000 
volumes) ; a fine Celtic Colleétion, and many 
other works of interest and importance. 
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The first issue (Michaelmas Term 1952) of 
the new “University of Malaya Gazette”, 
records that the new building to house the 
Arts and Science Library on the Raffles College 
site is now in course of erection and it is hoped 
that the new Library will be ready for occu- 
pation about April 1953. The new Library 
will be air-conditioned and will contain certain 
office accommodation for members of staff and 
a Board Room for meetings of the various 
University authorities. 


It is anticipated that, if present progress can 
be maintained, the Central Block extension of 
the National Library of Wales should be 
finished by the Spring of 1953. That will mean 
that the main National Library building, which 
has been going up part by part at irregular 
intervals since the foundation stones were laid 
in 1911, will at last reach completion. 


We understand that the Association of 
University Teachers is now reconsidering the 
salary scales advocated in 1949 for University 
Library staffs, in the light of present day con- 
ditions. 

The copy of Magna Carta belonging to the 
King’s School, Bruton, Somerset, has been 
purchased by the Government of Australia for 
the National Library at Canberra. 

Under the auspices of Unesco the Library 
of the University of Damascus is being organ- 
ized and developed on up-to-date lines. A 
new building is planned and the architect 
responsible is at present visiting libraries in 
Europe to study recent buildings. 

The new Library now being ereéted at 
University College, Ibadan, Nigeria, will hold 
a quarter of a million volumes and will have 
accommodation for two hundred and fifty 
readers. At present the Library stock is about 
60,000 volumes. 


At the IX® Assemblée Générale de ?Union 
Géodésique et Géophysique Internationale, 
the Bibliothéque Royale de Belgique provided 
an outstanding Exposition de Documents 
Cartographiques. An excellent catalogue of 


the Exhibition with illustrations, including 
some in full colour, has now been published 
bibliographical 


and is of considerable 


importance. 
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ARCANA 
CAELESTIA 


by EMANUEL SWEDENBORG 


A Third Latin Edition of this great 
work is in preparation and will be 
issued in 8 volumes. 


Volumes, I and II now ready, 
Price 12s. 6d. each 


from 


THE 
SWEDENBORG SOCIETY (INC.) 
20 BLoomspury Way 
Lonpon, W.C.1 


BENLOCK 


LIMITED 


LIBRARY 
BOOKBINDERS 


SPECIALISTS IN 
JUVENILE BINDING 


SOUTH BANK 


MIDDLESBOROUGH 
YORKS 


Consolidated Index 
to Government 
Publications 


From 1936 the Annual Catalogues to 
Government Publications were paginated 
consecutively in periods of 5 years in order 
that quinquennial consolidated indexes 
could be produced for the convenience of 
librarians. This is the first of the series 
covering the years 1936 to 1940 and 
includes the titles of all new publications 
and revised editions issued in the period. 


Price 6s. By post 6s. 3d. 


1941 to 1945 In the press 
1946 to 1950 Jn preparation 


H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE 


P.O. Box 5469, London, S.E.1, and Sale Offices in 
London, Edinburgh, Manchester, Birmingham, 
Cardiff, Bristol and Belfast, or through any 
bookseller. 


MAY WE CONTRACT 
YOUR LIBRARY BINDING 
FOR 1953—1954? 
FOR 
ECONOMY & COMPLETE 


SATISFACTION USE 


‘PLASTIBAK 


REGISTERED BINDINGS 
* 


KENSETT 
REGENCY BINDERY 
BRIGHTON 
ESTABLISHED 1881 


Please mention this Journal in your reply 
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A meeting of the Standing Conference of 
National and University Libraries was held at 
University College, London, on January 5th. 
The afternoon session was devoted to a 
discussion on the problems of surveys of 
library resources and was opened by Mr. Drake, 
of the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, 
University of London, 


The Arabic alphabet is the most widely 
used in the world after the Latin alphabet. 
It is thus of considerable interest that a young 
Lebanese, M. Nasri Khattar, has designed a 
simplified Arabic Alphabet. This is particu- 
larly so when it is realized that there are at 
present some hundreds of variants in use in 
cursive printing of the thirty basic letters of 
the alphabet. 


The University and Research Section of the 
Library Association met in London on January 
2nd and 3rd. Among other items of business 
the Section heard an interesting address by 
Mr. W. R. Le Fanu, Librarian of the Royal 
College of Surgeons, on the Library of that 
College. 


The Patriarchal Library at Alexandria 
celebrated its millenary in November. The 
outstanding history of this great Library, 
which housed for many centuries the famous 
Codex Alexandrinus, is justly renowned 
throughout the civilised world. In honour of 
its millenary, four day Celebrations, to which 
many librarians from other countries were 
invited, were held from the 16th-19th Novem- 
ber. Medals were struck and were presented 
to those who were present. 


Obituary 
MRS. BENSON THORNE 


Tue death of Mrs. Winifred Louise Thorne 
on November 30th, removed the life com- 
panion of one of the most influential librarians 
of the first forty years of this century. Mrs. 
Benson Thorne was a welcome, most interested 
and most happy visitor at hundreds of meet- 
ings of librarians and especially of assistant 
librarians. Her husband’s life as librarian, 
honorary secretary and First President of the 
A.A.L.—an office he held for three years ; as 
L.A. Councillor and Chairman of its Publica- 
tions Committee, as author, speaker, in- 
defatigable correspondent and inspirer, was a 


Antiquarian & Modern Book Lists 
posted regularly on request. 


L. LAMBERTH, 256 Durnsford Road, 
Wimbledon Park, London, S.W. 19. 


strenuous one in which she went with him with 
loyal and always unobtrusive enthusiasm. Our 
sympathy with him in his loss is very sincere. 
Their daughter, Miss Winifred Thorne, F.L.A., 
is Librarian of India House. 


ARTHUR JOHN HAWKES 
1885—Dec. 12, 1952 


This was an individual and remarkable 
librarian. My earliest recollection is of a very 
small boy in knickerbockers keeping watch, 
as the only member of staff present, in what we 
euphemistically called our Reference Library 
at Bournemouth. A reader leaned over the 
counter and asked, “Are you the librarian ?” 
and received the answer /nsfanter, “I'm a 
pocket edition, Sir”; an answer which so 
tickled Dr. Duncan, who was the enquirer, 
that he gave its utterer a shilling. It was a real 
sum in those days. Those who may have seen 
the Central Library in the seaside town as it 
is today know a quite different library from the 
dwelling house overlooking the ,Horseshoe 
Common which served us then, in which the 
front bedroom was the reference library and 
the rest of the floor was a flat for the Chief 
Librarian, who had a backstairs leading into 
the kitchen which was order, dispatch, repair 
and, incidentally, cataloguing room; while 
the ground floor was a two-apartment affair, 
one part newspaper room and one part lending 
library. A good lending library, too, strong 
in the humanities and rather “thin” in fiction. 

* * * 


Into this library, a little over thirteen, had 
come the fourth son of Councillor Charles 
George Hawkes, in some ways the most 
original junior assistant I have ever known. 
His passions were temperance, raw tomatoes 
and nonconformist doétrine ; but this last was 
soon modified, as he developed a new passion, 
for science, and became as agnostic as most 
brainy youngsters do in the callow stage. They 
get over it later, as a rule. He seemed always 
on wires, talked incessantly, straightened 
shelves with song and gesticulations, and made 
irreverent rhymes upon his fellow assistants. 
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The Friends of the National Libraries 


WERE FOUNDED IN 1931, TO HELP LIBRARIES AND 
MUSEUMS THROUGHOUT THE UNITED KINGDOM TO 
ACQUIRE BOOKS AND MANUSCRIPTS FOR WHICH THEIR 
OWN FUNDS DO NOT SUFFICE. SINCE THAT TIME THEY 
HAVE AIDED OVER ONE HUNDRED LIBRARIES, INCLUD- 
ING NATIONAL LIBRARIES, CATHEDRALS, COLLEGES 
AND SCHOOLS, COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL LIBRARIES, 
AND MANY INSTITUTIONS. MORE MEMBERS ARE 
NEEDED IF THIS SUPPORT IS TO CONTINUE. THE 
MINIMUM ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION, FOR INDIVIDUALS 
AND INSTITUTIONS, IS ONE GUINEA. PRIVILEGES OF 
MEMBERSHIP INCLUDE AN ILLUSTRATED ANNUAL 
REPORT, RECOMMENDATIONS FOR READERS’ TICKETS 
IN CERTAIN LIBRARIES, AND PRIVATE VISITS TO 
LIBRARIES AND MUSEUMS. ENQUIRIES SHOULD BE 
ADDRESSED TO THE HON. SECRETARY, FRIENDS OF THE 
NATIONAL LIBRARIES, BRITISH MUSEUM, LONDON, W.C.1 


Two Indispensable Reference Works by ERNEST F. CARTER 


now available 


BRITAIN’S 
RAILWAY 
LIVERIES 


COLOURS CRESTS 
AND LININGS 


1825—194s 


This unique work presents for the first time 
acomplete and authentic chronological record 
of the linings, lettering, colours, crests and 
distinctive identifications of the Railways of 
the United Kingdom from the first steam 
passenger railway in the World in 1825 until 
the rolling stock lost its distinctive identifi- 
cation under nationalisation early in 1948. 


Illustrated with 8 full colour plates, over 20 
pages of photographs and diagrams and full 
colour paint chart cross referenced to the text. 
Finely bound. 36s. net. 


miu 
BAILWAY 
ENCYCLOPAEDIA 
— A new revised edition 


Invaluable as a reference work—The Railway 
Magazine. 

An admirable compendium of information 
by an undoubted expert on a very complex 
subject. —Railways. 
With 461 diagrams, 128 photographs and 
blueprints of 20 modern locomotives. 25s. net. 


From all leading Booksellers 
or META shops 


or from: 
BURKE PUBLISHING CO. LTD. 
55 BRITTON STREET, LONDON, E.C.1 


& 
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Grand days developed. Radium was dis- 
covered and Hawkes in his middle teens pub- 
lished a really good paper on its properties in a 
local magazine of advanced quality, to which 
I also contributed, Occasional Papers, which 
ran for several years. We did things. Hawkes 
acquired a large telescope and on the Horse- 
shoe Common after 9 p.m. we would go out, 
lie on our backs, and peruse the Stars in their 
courses. At other times we would go out to 
listen to and identify the noises of the night 
around the pond on the common. Chemical 
experiments came to a dramatic end when, 
collecting gas with the best bedroom china at 
his house for our vessels, an explosion brought 
the said china to an irremediable scattering of 
fragments. Then came whispers of “Rights 
of Women” and, majestic in his seventeen 
years—perhaps a little more but not much— 
he sought to stay this menace. His Degradation 
of Womanhood was a weighty and, | think, 
remarkable pamphlet, the very expression of 
all masculine intolerance it may be thought, 
but a quite fair mirror of a then common fear. 


* * * 


Shortly after, I left Bournemouth, but 
behind stayed the now tall, thin, long-necked 
and loose-limbed lad, whose brain was razor 
sharp and his courage unbounded. He never 
became sub-librarian, as promotion in our 
town went by seniority, and my successor was 
satisfied with the limited career Bournemouth 
could then offer. I cannot blame him. Hawkes’s 
great virtue was unswerving loyalty to his 
chief, a man of considerable gifts whose only 
enemy was himself, who set our preliminary 
Steps in librarianship firmly in the right way 
(he had been James Duff Brown’s deputy at 
Clerkenwell in 1894-5 or thereabouts). 

* * * 


He was twenty-four when he went to Leeds 
as assistant in the Reference Library. Here he 
developed in the card catalogue what he 
called an “associative” subject order—I don’t 
remember the details or know if it Still exists. 
He made modifications of Dewey and pub- 
lished a pamphlet on them. And he married 
a most pleasant, vivacious, fine-minded assist- 
ant from the library, Anne Elizabeth Hirst— 
one of that body of excellent Leeds women of 
which Miss Hummerston was perhaps the best 
known, 

* * * 

Next John Ballinger appointed him his 

cataloguer at the National Library of Wales 


in 1909. Hawkes had become enthusiastic for 
the Library of Congress Classification and 
persuaded Ballinger to adopt it for the new 
Welsh library. He was happy in the work, 
but he was occasionally taunted for not being 
a Welshman, and not knowing the language. 
His retort: “If, as seems to be the case, a// 
you know is Welsh, you are pretty naked as a 
librarian,” I remember well. It was typical. 
Had he been less impulsive and more diplo- 
matic he might have gone farther. But 
delightful as Wales is to visit, it is not the 
natural working place of any but the Welsh. 
* * * 

Finally came the librarianship of Wigan, 
where he continued a service already well- 
known for its collections of rare books and 
its local-industry collection on mining. He 
threw himself into all local effort, in county 
history, and in the teaching of classification 
at the Manchester library classes. He became 
councillor of the L.A. and served for six years. 
He was Hon. Secretary of the North-Western 
Branch, 1932-42, and became its President. 
Another congenial office was that of President 
of the excellent Lancashire and Cheshire 
Antiquarian Society. For a while, his deputy 
was no less a person than Lionel R. McColvin. 

* * * 


My last sight of him was in the Manchester 
Town Hall, where he had come with great 
effort to join in the inaugural meeting of Mr. 
Charles Nowell as President of the L.A. Years 
before, his southern-born constitution had 
given out badly in the rigours of the North. 
We climbed slowly up the Town Hall stair- 
case, with pauses in which he gasped for 
breath. He lived to retire and to spend two 
years writing and working at his local history. 
I thought he would return to the curative 
warmth, sunlight and crescent bay of the town 
of our boyhood, but his roots were too 
deeply in his Lancashire. Morever, we both 
sadly regarded a return there as a revisiting 
of the glimpses of the moon. Our world was 
no longer there. 

* * 

Of his many writings one may read in 
Who's Who, but he does not mention those 
acute criticisms of books and affairs which 
as “Old Stager” he contributed to The Librarian 
or those to No¢es and Queries. His wife became 
a valued and much loved social worker in 
Wigan and her death a year or two ago was 
an incalculable loss to him. A son, a successful 
engineer, survives them. W.C.B.S. 
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Book Selection Guide 
A Descriptive List of Books 
of Interest to Librarians 
REFERENCE 
HANDLEY-TAyLtor (Geoffrey) A_ Seleéted 
Bibliography of Literature relating to 
Nursery Rhyme Reform. Frontis. Man- 
chester, True Aim. 1s. Od. net. 

To all believers in suggestion and auto-suggestion, 
this pamphlet will have a forcible appeal, and perhaps 
the most telling part of it is to be found in the analysis 
of some 200 nursery rhymes, of which about fifty per 
cent contain allusions to death, crime and physical 
violence. More power to the author’s elbow, for he is 
fighting a worth-while battle. 

STANILAND (L. N.) The principles of Line 
Illustration. Illus. Burke. 25s. Od. net. 

For the assistance of Students and research workers 
who find difficulty in making a drawing, especially for 
reproduction. Mr. Staniland who is both a biologist 
and artist, is eminently suited to produce a work of this 
nature. He deals with the illustration of scientific 
papers and books by line drawings. Techniques in line 
drawing, aids to accurate drawing, the use of colour, 
Graphs, Diagrams and Maps and Lettering are all 
dealt with. The illuStrations are clear and instruétive. 
TREWIN (J. C.) and Kinc (E. M.) Printer to 

the House. Foreword by the Rt. Hon. W. 
S. Morrison, Speaker of the House of 
Commons. The Story of Hansard. Illus. 
Methuen. 22s. 6d. net. 

Glancing through the bibliography on pages 266-8 
the reader is surprised to find that no comprehensive 
work on the important family of the Hansards and the 
origin of the long famed Hansard papers has appeared 
in its entirety for over a hundred years previous to the 
excellent volume in hand. This tells of the story from 
the time when Luke Hansard after many years of exper- 
ience as a printer became partner to Mr. Hughs, who 
was the printer of the parliamentary papers and journals 
of the House of Commons. At the age of fifty, at the 
turn of the nineteenth century, Luke Hansard was, in 
effect, ‘‘the voice of the Commons’’. The story of his 
life is told partly in his own words with inters, ersed 
explanations by the author of his biography which he 
terms “Interludes”. The whole forms an important as 
well as an extremely readable work, which will be of 
value to every Student of politics as it touches on 
constitutional questions from every point of view. The 
portraits and illustrations include a folding genealogical 
table of the Hansard family. 

GENERAL 
Brooks (Collin) More Tavern Talk. Barrie. 
10s. 6d. net. 

The observations, views, opinions and reminis- 
cences of Mr. Collin Brooks on politics, religion, 
books, art, music, wine, etc. A work both jocular and 
Stimulating, light and serious to be enjoyed either all at 
one reading or at the odd moment. 

Burton (Doris) Saint Emilie de Rodat. 
Illus. Paternoster Publications. 8s. 6d. net. 
St. Emilie de Rodat was the first saint to be canon- 
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ized in the 1950 Holy Year. She is the foundress of the 
Holy Family Congregation whose schools have had a 
wide influence. This book gives the story of St. 
Emilie’s life-work. 


Cooper (Leonard) R. S. Surtees. Frontis. in 
col. Illus. some in col. Barker. 15s.0d. net. 
Surtees was a nineteenth century satirical writer 
whose main interests were country-life and hunting. 
He created the traditional comic English chara¢ter, 
Jorrocks. This biography of an author, whose writings 
are soaked in the rural ways and customs of his own 
time, is a welcome reminder of English country life and 
heritage which Stil] persists to-day. 
Evans (Margiad) A Ray of Darkness. Barker, 
London. 12s. 6d. net. 

This autobiographical book is a record of illness 
which whilst depressing, as it naturally must be, is 
written in a style which induces much sympathy and 
some understanding of the thought processes of an 
epileptic. 

GreEN (William) and (Gerald) 
The Observer’s Book of Aircraft. Illus. 
Warne. 5s. Od. net. 


A well-illustrated little volume of the Observers’ 
series containing many aircraft that have “shed their 
cocoon of secrecy in the last three years’. It contains 
large drawings and concise descriptions of 156 aircraft 
plus the historical development of each type. 
interest to the layman as well as to the specialist. 
McCrvm (J. P.) Your Light Furniture. Illus. 

Sylvan Press. 9s. 6d. net. 

The would-be furniture-maker will open this, 
book in some trepidation as there is so much detail 
to observe and master. But when he has thoroughly 
Studied the subject he will find it an excellent guide 
which will inform him about tools and equipment, 
materials, tradition, design and form, as well as the 
finishing processes ‘which will enable him to turn out 
good work. The illustrations are very clear and helpful. 
(Betty) Robert Browning. Illus. 

John Murray. 21s. Od. net. 

Many sides of Browning’s character have not 
been fully grasped by the majority of his readers, and 
in this excellent biography there is much personal 
matter that will interest them. The material is gathered 
from a large collection of family papers and other 
personal sources. The Story of Browning’s marriage 
with Elizabeth Barrett, and the birth of their son, 
followed by the death of Browning’s mother, which 
had so great an effect on his character, is amongst 
the most moving chapters of the work. 

ReEpMAN (Alvin) The Epigrams of Oscar 
Wilde. Redman. 15s. Od. net. 

Oscar Wilde’s son, Vyvyan Holland, has written 
a short Introduétion to his father’s memorable sayings. 
A book of brilliant epigrams which will please and 
amuse every reader. Even more interesting are the 
notes on Wilde’s personality which head each chapter. 
There is a brief bibliography of the works but no index, 
RoBerTSON Scorrt (J. W.) The Life and Death 

of a Newspaper. An Account of the Temper- 
aments, Perturbations and Achievements 
of John Morley, W. T. Stead, E. T. Cook, 
Harry Cust, J. L. Garvin and three other 
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Editors of the Pa// Ma// Gazette. Illus. 


Methuen. 30s. Od. net. 

The author has spent many years in the compil- 
ation of his work on the history of the Pall Mall Gazette 
by which a wide circle of readers, interested in the 
history of the newspaper world, will be deeply impressed. 
Perhaps the best known name among those of its 
various famous editors is that of W. T. Stead, who will 
always be remembered as a brilliant and outstanding 
journalist. The intimate passages concerning his 
private life are absorbing, but that is not to say that the 
many other famous figures appearing in these pages 
take a secondary place. The title page of the book 
informs the reader ‘‘ How one of them went to gaol, one 
became a Viscount, two were knighted, one gained a 
marble monument, one edited Ruskin in thirty-nine 
volumes, another the Encyclopaedia Britannica; the 
engaging conversations they had in high places and 
with authors, and the entertaining letters they received ; 
with their animated relations with their proprietors, 
Henry Yates Thompson, William Waldorf Astor (first 
Viscount Astor) and ‘Mr. Newnes of T//-Bits’.””. The 
volume as a whole cannot be too highly commended to 
all interested in the history and tradition of the 
English newspaper. 

Rutiey (Cecily M.) Tales of the Wild Folk 
Series: The Kingfisher, the Thrush and 
the Skylark; The Squirrel, the Mole and 
the Harvest Mouse; The Butterfly, the 
Ant and the Grasshopper; The Bee, the 
Wasp and the Dragonfly; The Wren, the 
Blue Tit and the Woodpecker ; The Hedge- 
hog, the Badger and the Otter. Illus. in col. 
Warne. Each vol. 3s. 6d. net. 

Charming little books about birds, inseéts and 
small animals, especially written for youngsters with 
llustrations they will love. 

Swan (Michael) Henry James. Barker. 7s. 6d. 
net. 

This, the latest addition to the English Novelists 
Series, edited by Herbert van Thal, deals with the 
somewhat elusive personality of Henry James. There 
is no extended bibliography in the volume and the index 
deals only with the titles of the famous author’s works. 
For this reason Mr. Swan's book should be carefully 
read to gain an understanding of his subject’s person- 
ality in relation to his writings. 


JUNIOR 

Aymé (Marcel) The Wonderful Farm. Illus. 

Trans. by N. Denny. Bodley Head. 9s. 6d. 
net. 

This wonderful farm is situated somewhere in 
France. It is a Strange place, dear to the hearts of 
children, full of fantasy and magic and talking animals 
who yet contrive to appear very real. An entertaining 
book for children. 

Braton-Jones (Cynon) So Hi and the White 
Horse of Fu. Illus. Barrie. 8s. 6d. net. 

\ popular book for children which has already 
been broadcast twice on the B.B.C. in response to 
requests from thousands of young listeners. The white 
horse Fu stamps his hoof three times and any wish can 
be granted that is asked of him. Dripoff, the dragon, 
So Hi and Fu make up a trio that provides humour and 
excitement throughout the book. 
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STUDIES IN 
Logie 
and Probability 


GEORGE BOOLE 


Here at last are the Collected Papers of 
George Boole, so long awaited in an 
authoritative edition. This volume 
includes, besides Boole’s most important 
writings on logic and related questions 
of Probability, a reproduction of his 
earlier work, The Mathematical Analysis 


of Logic, with his own annotations. Also, 


by permission, important and hitherto 
unpublished material from manuscripts 
in the possession of the Royal Society. 


25s. net 


CC. A. WATTS & Co. Lid. 


published in conjunction with 
The Open Court Publishing Co., U.S.A. 


Illus. 


Carrer (Bruce) The Perilous Descent. 
Bodley Head. 8s. 6d. net. 


Two young airmen penetrate a world never before 
explored by man. They relate in their own words their 
adventures in a country that exists many miles under 
the earth’s surface. These Stranye events provide the 
raw-material for an unusual tale of adventure which 
will hold the rapt attention of most boys and girls. 


Exxacorrt(S. E.) The Story of Ships. Illus. The 
Story of Aircraft. Methuen. 8s. 6d. net each. 
These are two excellent books of reference for 
children. They have very full indexes and trace the 
history and development of ships and aircraft for peace 
and war from the earliest to the present times. Mr. 
Ellacott is both a historian and an artist. 


PERIODICALS RECEIVED 


THE ACCOUNTANTS’ JOURNAL, December, 
1952.—THE BRITISH JOURNAL FOR’ THE 
PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE, November, 1952.— 
DEICHMANBLADET, November—December, 1952. 
—THE LIBRARY ASSISTANT, December, 1952.— 
THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD, 
December, 1952.—THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 
QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF CURRENT ACQUIE 
SITIONS, August, November, 1952.—N E W 
ZEALAND LIBRARIES, September, 1952.—NEWS 
FROM BEHIND THE IRON CURTAIN, October, 
November, 1952.—ST. PANCRAS JOURNAL, 
December, 1952.—UNESCO BULLETIN’ FOR 
LIBRARIES, August—September, November— 
December, 1952.—WILSON LIBRARY BULLETIN, 
December, 1952. 
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